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Our Programme
hcmf//’s Learning and Participation programme
engaged with over 600 participants through a wide
range of activities in 2015. Our diverse events reached a
broad range of ages, from babies and toddlers via handson first access music experiences to emerging artists
and seasoned festival-goers through professional
development, composition workshops and archival
activities.

The Singing Bowl
hcmf// started the year by
exploring sounds of sleep in
partnership with South Asian
arts organisation, Manasamitra.
We presented three family
friendly performances of nighttime sounds interspersed with
Indian lullabies.

Computer as Composer
As well as young learners, we also have a dedicated adult learning programme. hcmf// hosted a
compositional workshop in April 2015 in partnership with the Institute of Contemporary Arts,
responding to themes and ideas drawn from the Cybernetic Serendipity Music compilation, originally
released in 1968.This accompanied the exhibition, Cybernetic Serendipity: A Documentation, at
Huddersfield Art Gallery. Participants explored contemporary creative music-making techniques using
laptops and computers.

Up in the Mountains
hcmf//’s Learning and Participation programme is year-round, but last November saw a
surge of activity during the Festival. We hosted a number of family friendly activities
throughout the week.Visitors from the Scandinavian mountains pitched up with a tent
full of curiosities at the Hudawi Centre on Free Monday, entertaining families with their
exploration of creatures, soundscapes and musical objects inspired by the great
outdoors.

Pop-Up Art School: Sound System Culture
Artistic inclinations were indulged during our Pop-Up Art School, which
engaged with over 100 people and explored Huddersfield’s Sound System
Culture, which achieved worldwide recognition in the 1970s and 1980s
and shaped the local music scene.

Music At Play
We inspired budding musicians
under the age of 5 to compose
music using graphic scores through
our Music at Play workshop.

Just a Vibration
hcmf//’s Learning and
Participation programme
offers inspiring performance
opportunities for all ages
and in 2015 we hosted Just
a Vibration, a large scale
performance which was the
outcome of a project with
British Asian multiinstrumentalist and
producer, Shri Sririam. The
project fused the traditional
brass band with Indian
classical music to create an
awe-inspiring work which
melded vastly different
influences and united
musicians from very
different backgrounds in the
heart of Yorkshire’s cultural
landscape. There were 74
performers onstage,
amassed from Shri’s band
and Hammonds Saltaire
Band plus young musicians
from South Asian Arts UK
and Bradford Music Service.

Archival Resources
Our partnership with Heritage Quay, home of the British Music
Collection, gives the public access to some incredible resources
that chart the history of hcmf//. Our 2015 Festival hosted tours of
the archive as well as Auditory Recollections – the chance to
peruse archived posters and programmes dating back to the
Festival’s inception in 1977. We collected memories inspired by
Festival-goers who explored this exhibition, which will form the
beginning of an archive of hcmf// oral histories.

Monday 23 November was once again a day devoted to free concerts and new talent. We
presented ten events by emerging artists selected from our open call. We presented 18
events in total across the day. Over1700 people enjoyed the Free Monday performances.

hcmf// shorts

Monday 23 November was once
again a day devoted to free
concerts and new talent. We
presented ten events by
emerging artists selected from
our open call. hcmf// shorts
presented 18 events in total
across the day. Over1700 people
enjoyed the Free Monday
performances.

Partnerships

2015 saw the Learning and Participation programme partner with 12 different
organisations to deliver our events. This ranged from local to international
organisations and enabled us to deliver diverse and enriching work of an exceedingly
high standard.

Future Work
During 2016, we will continue to
explore and engage with people of a
wide range of ages and abilities, with
a focus on Health and Wellbeing,
Digital Creativity and Professional
Development.
Keep up to date with our latest
events and workshops via our new
website at hcmf.co.uk!

